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General notes regarding the FY22 CDF application 

In order to receive notices about the release of the FY22 Cultural Development Fund 
(CDF) Application, organizations must register and create an organizational profile on 

DCLA’s website. 

Note: The following information is for applicants who are not currently CDF funded. For those who 
have an FY21 CDF grant notification and will prospectively receive renewed support in FY22 as multi-

year grantees, a renewal application will be available later in the year with submission due in June 
2021. 

Information for FY22 CDF Applicants 

The Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA) is committed to funding cultural institutions across NYC. 
The FY22 application cycle will be for activities taking place between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022. 

The following information includes important dates for new FY22 CDF applicants seeking City 
funding, as well as changes that were made to the CDF process given the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• FY22 CDF Applications will be made available in early March and due April 12, 2021at 5:00PM

(EST). The CDF Application consists of two parts: the online form to be completed and submitted on 

the DCLA website, and a Supplemental materials form to be submitted via online form. There will be 
no exceptions to the April 12 deadline, and organizations that fail to submit both the online 

Application and Supplemental materials by the deadline will be ineligible for funding in FY22. 

• There will be no competitive panel review: FY22 applicants will not be subject to the competitive
panel review that is usually part of the CDF process. DCLA aims to return to this assessment for 

FY23. Importantly, this means that no new CDF panel-reviewed grants will be administered for FY22. 

• However, all organizations, including those who are not FY21 CDF grantees, can still apply for

other FY22 funding streams. Opportunity remains open to all qualified organizations to submit an 
FY22 CDF application in order to be eligible for any City Council discretionary funds administered by 

DCLA, such as Council Initiatives like the Cultural After-School Adventure Program (CASA) and the 
Cultural Immigrant Initiative. Additionally, as in years past, these applicants may be considered for 

potential additional one-time funds (as available) if they meet criteria for service in target 
communities. 

To be eligible for any of these specific initiatives, an organization is required to submit a 

complete FY22 CDF Application by the April 12, 5:00PM (EST) deadline as well as the 

Discretionary Funding Application on the City Council website by February 16, 2021. 

Changes to the CDF Application 

The following changes have been made to the FY22 CDF Application in order to streamline the 
process, and will be particularly noteworthy for organizations who have filled out an Application in 

prior years: 

• No need to submit an SMU DataArts Report. Starting in FY22, applicants are no longer required to

complete and submit a data profile and report via SMU DataArts, as they would have in previous 
years. However, DCLA continues to recommend that arts and cultural organizations participate in the 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/cultural-funding/about-cdf-registration.page
https://council.nyc.gov/budget/fiscal-year-2022-discretionary-funding-expense-application-filing-period/
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data collection and engage with the platform to have access to the many different reports and 

services offered by SMU DataArts. For more information about SMU DataArts, visit 
www.culturaldata.org. 

• No need to submit Board Member/Trustee list as part of Supplemental materials. However, keep in

mind that this information may still be required elsewhere (e.g., tax forms or other applications) and 
should be submitted as necessary. You will be required to list the names and email addresses of 

three (3) Board Members that hold an officer title to complete the Supplemental Materials 
component of the application via online form. 

• Changes to “Project Description” section. Instead of prior years where applicants were asked to
submit up to five project proposals, organizations only have one project field to fill out for FY22. 

Within this section, organizations can go into overall greater detail regarding the projects they offer 
to the NYC public, and make an appropriate funding proposal in relation to their budget for these 

activities/services. 

• No more pre-populated fields. Organizations must review and ensure all entered information is
accurate. 

• Optional fields. Some previously required sections of the online application form are now optional.

Further Questions 

Further inquiries can be made by contacting your program specialist directly or by contacting the 

DCLA’s Program Services Help Desk at cdfhelpdesk@nyc.culture.gov if you do not yet have an 
assigned program specialist. Note there will be two webinars held prior to the deadline; attendance 

is strongly recommended, particularly if the organization is a new applicant or if a new staff member 

will be working on the Application. 

http://www.culturaldata.org/
mailto:cdfhelpdesk@nyc.culture.gov

